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We support researchers and life science 
companies to translate their new 
therapeutics, medical devices, 
diagnostics and digital technologies into 
the clinic and then onto market. 



AdoptionEvaluation

Where the CRN fits in

Clinical Research Facilities

Biomedical Research Centres

Experimental Cancer Medicine Centre

Medtech and In Vitro Diagnostics Cooperatives

Applied Research Collaborations

Clinical Research Network

Late-Phase Clinical Research

£0.5 billion
investment in relevant 

infrastructure to support 
clinical research at 

all points in the 
development pipeline

Invention

Early-Phase Clinical Research



World-class 
research 
infrastructure



Covering 30 Specialties

Each LCRN delivers research across 30 
specialties:

30
Clinical Research 

Specialties

Ageing
Anaesthesia, perioperative medicine
and pain management
Cancer
Cardiovascular disease
Children
Critical care
Dementias and neurodegeneration
Dermatology
Diabetes
Ear, nose and throat
Gastroenterology
Genetics
Haematology
Health services and delivery research
Hepatology

Infectious diseases
and microbiology
Mental health
Metabolic and endocrine disorders
Musculoskeletal disorders
Neurological disorders
Ophthalmology
Oral and dental health
Primary care
Public health
Renal disorders
Reproductive health and childbirth
Respiratory disorders
Stroke
Surgery
Trauma and emergency care

Cardiovascular 
disease

Diabetes

Mental 
health

Stroke



Study Support Service



Support Study 
Service



Plan: Access to expertise

Patient Engagement in 
Clinical Design Service
Facilitate direct dialogue and 

interaction with patients who can 
advise on the design and delivery of 

your research

Cost recovery service

Early feedback
A single submission provides 

you with access to NHS clinical 
experts across all therapeutic 

specialties. This helps you 
determine if your study can 

be delivered in the NHS.

Early contact and 
engagement

Engage with us from the outset 
and gain access to free support that 

provides benefits throughout the 
full life-cycle of your study.



Placement

Optimising delivery
If you have not benefited from 

early
engagement, we undertake an 

assessment to inform and enable
the type of support you’ll need. 
For example, this could relate 

to study support costs or
onsite research 
professionals.

Site ID
Our service enables you to gather 

expressions of interest from all 
240+ NHS organisations

and 10,000+ General Practices 
in England. All you need to 

do is complete a single
submission form.
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Support Study Service – Perform

Performance monitoring
Our data system provides unique
access to study-wide recruitment 

data. When combined with the study 
specific review schedule, it enables 

a proactive approach for
identifying and supporting 

struggling studies.

Effective study set-up
Building on all previous interactions,

we create and implement a study-wide 
action plan, detailing a single set of 

recommendations and key 
information for all study sites 

that enables a ‘do once 
and share’ approach.



Costing tools

Researchers & Non-commercial partners

● NIHR Schedule of Events Cost Attribution Template (SoECAT)
○ Elements of study support costs are covered by NIHR funding

Commercial Trials

● Study Resource Review Service ((interactive costing tool (iCT))
○ Validated once and shared with all participating sites

Coming soon

● National Contract Value Review is underway
○ Site specific organisational costs will be available upfront prior to study negotiation commencing
○ Costs will be transparent



Research set-up 
and delivery stats



Size and scale
Financial year 2020/21: In total we supported: 

485
sponsor 

companies

108
CROs

(Contract Research 
Organisations)

1366
commercial 

studies



Recruitment and new studies
Financial year 2020/21:

1,390,483
patients recruited

35,488
commercial

1,354,995
non-commercial

905,790
participants 
recruited in 

England alone

101 
COVID-19 
urgent public 
health studies 
supported 

1,012,485
participants 

recruited 
UK wide

684
commercial

1060
non-commercial

1,744
NEW studies 



Funding



UK Funding landscape

EPSRC

SBRI Healthcare

WT/Seed Awards

Innovate UK Biomedical 
Catalyst

Primer AwardFeasibility Studies 

Innovate UK

BBSRC

MRC
MRC 
Biomedical Catalyst Confidence in Con (CiC)

Development Pathway Funding Scheme

Angel Investors

Venture capital

Charities

Basic research Translational development Clinical evaluation Adoption & diffusion

WT/MRC Joint Global 
Health Trials

NIHR/MRC EME

NIHR HTANIHR i4i / AI Call



Data Provision, and 
Patient Samples



Data Provision, Patients and Samples

NIHR Phenome Centre 
Metabolomics

Primary, Secondary and 
Research Data 

● NIHR Bioresource
● HDRUK
● NHS Digital 
● CRIS CPRD, 
● Genomics England

NIHR BioResource
● Access to >100k consented 

patients

National BioSample Centre 
● collection, 
● processing
● storage logistics

UK Biobank 
● 500k participants 

longitudinal 40-69yr/old



Any Questions?

Contact us at:
supportmystudy@nihr.ac.uk


